
PAUSE for Prayer  
As we gather today, let’s pause to be aware of the holy presence of 
LOVE dwelling among us, between us, flowing through us,
empowering us as a community to respond to one of the world’s 
greatest needs right now. 

If we take a look the world we live in today, we see fragmentation, 
separation, war, poverty.

WHAT IF...The human movement from separation to union, 
communion, from I to WE, were the most urgent need of this 
planet right now?

As Sisters of Saint Joseph, we are already committed to work for 
the union of all people with God and with one another. This is the 
actual treasure we hold through our charism and the essential gift we can offer to one another 
and our world.

WE are, as Lynn Levo suggested in her talk at the Federation, ‘one radical unioning love,’ and the 
urgent need right now is (to get beyond words)—to live this unioning love as a communal body of 
Sisters of Saint Joseph—as a WE.

After our assembly last May, (we read talks by Sandra Schneiders & Ted Dunn) many of us 
sensed a powerful stirring of hope and desire for something that would transform us as Sisters of 
Saint Joseph;… a strong sense of communal energy among us.

By now all of us have seen the astonishing images from the Webb telescope! It’s astounding. And what 
it reveals is the entire universe as a pulsating, vibrating, luminous web of inter-relationship right down to 
the subatomic level.

WHAT IF...

THE HUMAN MOVEMENT 
FROM SEPARATION TO 
UNION, COMMUNION, 
FROM I TO WE, WERE THE 
MOST URGENT NEED OF 
THIS PLANET RIGHT NOW? 
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Script for S. Liz Sweeney’s presentation
(The video may be viewed at https://youtu.be/OpeURQ_6i3w.)

Hello, dear sisters. I welcome you to these few minutes of reflection together. 

A few months ago in response to the Assembly feedback, Maureen Erdlen invited Rita Woehlcke, 
Michelle Lesher and me to come together to think and plan about what next steps we might take as a 
Congregation toward communal transformation. The four of us did that over the last few months.

Today I am here to share with you our thoughts about Phase One of this movement … and to invite all of 
us to choose to participate.

https://youtu.be/OpeURQ_6i3w


Union is creation’s pattern. Elements unite. Subatomic particles unite 
to form atoms, atoms unite to form molecules, molecules unite to form 
cells and organisms. (unioning love was always the pattern!)

Beatrice Bruteau, whose books break open the message of 
Teilhard de Chardin says, “For evolution to take the next step, it 
is up to human beings to form new creative unions.”

That is where evolutionary transformation is driving us.
That future depends on human beings choosing to come together 
differently. We are called to evolve in such a way that human beings 
are now the uniting elements. How? This would invite each of us and 
all of us as a communal body to commit our human energies at the 
level of mind, heart and will.

WHAT IF...WE as a communal body, choose to freely share our 
unique human energies: our energies of thinking and knowing and 
of loving and choosing in a process with one another—that all 
may be one?

We stand on the shoulders of thousands of Sisters of Saint Joseph,
stretching back to 1650. Take a moment to imagine how they look 
at us now with love, with hope. We are here right now in communion 
with the whole line of our ancestors. They live in us. Their future, our 
future, unfolds in us as we dare to make the choices necessary.

For evolution to take the next step, it’s up to human beings, to us. 
Will we choose to come together in ways we cannot yet imagine?  
If we were to give our all, a radical rewiring could potentially take 
place among us, not as I but as WE, rewiring “as persons in 
relationship in community.”  Lynn Levo

WHAT IF...WE are called to become one, more connected, more 
whole, not from our superficial social roles but from our deepest 
interiority as persons in relationship, in community?

As I said, a small group of us came together to brainstorm about 
this and we are inviting all of us to enter into Phase One of this 
movement toward communal transformation—to take a first step, 
a baby step, but a significant step.

Over the next three months the Congregation will enter Phase One: 
For each month you will receive a prayer reflection guide similar to 
what we have been using since Chapter. 

We urge each community to set aside time each month 
(45 minutes, an hour) to gather to do this reflection. 
This is an invitation to lean into our highest future possibility. 

WHAT IF... our highest future possibility lies hidden right before our 
eyes … yet is already present? What if our call now is to birth that 
future into reality?

“For evolution to take 
the next step, it is up to 
human beings to form new 
creative unions.” 

— Beatrice Bruteau 

WE AS A COMMUNAL BODY, 
CHOOSE TO FREELY SHARE 
OUR UNIQUE HUMAN 
ENERGIES: OUR ENERGIES OF 
THINKING AND KNOWING 
AND OF LOVING AND 
CHOOSING IN A PROCESS 
WITH ONE ANOTHER—THAT 
ALL MAY BE ONE? 

WHAT IF...

WE ARE CALLED TO BECOME 
ONE, MORE CONNECTED, 
MORE WHOLE, NOT FROM 
OUR SUPERFICIAL SOCIAL 
ROLES BUT FROM OUR 
DEEPEST INTERIORITY AS 
PERSONS IN RELATIONSHIP, 
IN COMMUNITY?

WHAT IF...

OUR HIGHEST FUTURE 
POSSIBILITY LIES HIDDEN 
RIGHT BEFORE OUR EYES … 
YET IS ALREADY PRESENT? 
WHAT IF OUR CALL NOW IS 
TO BIRTH THAT FUTURE INTO 
REALITY?

WHAT IF...
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