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June 2022

Dear Sisters, 

In our desire to be faithful to our Chapter 2019 Direction Statement to ‘deepen…our existing network of 
relationships,’ we hear God’s invitation to pray for each of you by name during the coming year. Each month 
we will pray for sisters celebrating birthdays during that month.

In hope, love, and gratitude,

Sisters: Victoria Fanino, Rose Albert Reda, Judith Mary Cianfrogna,  
Denise Regina Sharp, Marguerite Walsh, Margaret Butler, Patricia Hamill, 
Linda Larsen, Kathleen Therese Moriarty, June Souder and Catherine Wallace

Sisters: Regina Dougherty, Judith Ridley, Michelle Lesher, Virginia  Stanton, 
Victoria Staub, Matthew Anita MacDonald, Ann Kramer, Carol Marozzi
and Roseann Treston

Sisters: Evelyn Danks, Normandie  Gaitley, Catherine Gerald Kelly,    
Frances Palozza, Joan Marie Lewis, Jane Russell, Regina Marie Chassar, 
Jane Field and Margaret Mary McLaughlin

Sisters: Helen Wiegmann, Eileen Dolak, Patricia Kelly, Mary Barrar, 
Rose Marie Kean, Frances Hart, Mary Kelley, Mary Patricia Watson, 
Joan Gertrude Jaskel, Jane Keller, Frances Ratay and Helen Frederick Miller

June 5-11

June 12-18

June 19-25

June 26-July 2



SSJ
MISSION
FUND

Jude Boyce SSJ — Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Development Office 
Asbury Park, NJ
$50,000
The grant will be used to transition two classrooms at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel School to a Science & Technology Dream Lab with 
accommodations for art classes as well as ESL classes for adults. 

Cathy McGowan SSJ — ACCESS • Chester, PA
$50,000
ACCESS is a new community center located in Chester, PA. ACCESS 
provide services and programs to assist the people with various needs 
such as housing, food insecurity, immigration, employment, and 
medical services. The grant will be used to provide technology for the 
guest at ACCESS.  

Lisa Olivieri SSJ — Padre Pio Rehabilitation Centre 
Cape Coast, Ghana, West Africa  
$5,000
The compound is in a valley and does not have access to the Internet. 
The grant will be used to provide internet access for those living and 
working at the Padre Pio Rehabilitation Center.  

Stipends

Charlene Kostuk SSJ — St. John’s Health Care Clinic
Newark, NJ  
Charlene will continue to provide and expand opportunities for the 
needy people of Newark to receive basic healthcare at St. John’s clinic. 
The people who are served would not receive healthcare without this 
service.

Grant Awards • Spring 2022 



Eileen, Mary and Kathleen 



Gathering the Graces  

                                                             

June 2022 



The Coordinating Committee meets monthly to work on the Chapter 2019 goal: Create, implement and 
evaluate collaborative congregational governance and decision-making processes that facilitate active 
participation, mutual empowerment and accountability.

At their May 26th meeting: 

•	 The committee reviewed a draft summary of the sisters’ response to the midpoint evaluation of the 
governance pilot. 127 sisters had responded. The committee also engaged in their own assessment 
of the pilot. Once the Council has completed their evaluation, the results from the perspectives of the 
sisters, the Council, and the Coordinating Committee regarding the pilot will be analyzed and shared. 

•	By this May 26th meeting, reports from 23 of the 36 small groups had been received. The committee 
reviewed the liaisons’ preliminary draft summaries of those received knowing the deadline for reports is 
June 1st. Second drafts will be worked on in early June and a complete report/summary will be posted 
then. 

     
•	 The committee spent time considering what seems to be evolving in our processes. So far, the small 
groups	seem	to	be	offering	ways	for	deepening	relationships	across	the	Congregation.	Understanding	
levels of decision-making and possible processes for engaging the Congregation regarding decision-
making are not clear. Sisters clearly wonder what the next step is following the organization, relationship 
building and deepening that has taken place.

•	Cecelia Cavanaugh* and Owen Patricia Bonner** are meeting with Nancy Conway CSJ on June 1st to 
confer about Nancy’s work with the Congregation at the October Assembly. They will also consider 
readings and other kinds of resources for sisters’ use during the summer. 

•	On June 20th, Coordinating Committee has a double meeting session. First, they are meeting with the 
General Council to consider aspects of their collaboration, learnings from the May small groups, and 
how to move forward. In their second meeting, the committee plans to develop the summer reading and 
resources as well as the planning needed for the August small groups leading to the Fall Assembly.

As always, the Coordinating Committee welcomes your questions, suggestions and observations.

UPDATE • May 26, 2022

* Governance Process Coordinator
 ** one of the Councilors on the Coordinating Committee



 
Communal Reflection 
June 5, 2022 
 
 
 
Opening Song:                  Come, Holy Spirit, Come 
 
      Come, Holy Spirit, and fill my heart. 
        Come, Holy Spirit, set me apart. 
        Come, Holy Spirit, to you I pray. 
    Come, Holy Spirit, show me the way. 

 
                 Come, Holy Spirit, and heal me now. 
                      Come, Holy Spirit, melt me now. 
                         Come, Holy Spirit, and mold me now. 

               Come, Holy Spirit, and use me now. 
                                                                            
                           Pour out your grace upon this place. 

           I feel your healing touch in your warm embrace. 
         Renew my life, Lord Jesus Christ, 

           That I may bring your love and peace to all the world.                                                                   
youtube.com/watch?v=K_WOFqap0oM 

 
 
 

Reading:   
 
You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes down upon you; then you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, yes, even to the ends of the 
earth.  
 
When the day of Pentecost came . . . they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.   
                                                                                                                     (Acts 1: 8; 2: 1-3) 
 
 
 
Commentary: (read privately) 
 
The entire New Testament at times seems preoccupied with power. The promise of the 
Spirit, whenever it is alluded to, is always associated with power!  In fact, nearly every 
reference to the Holy Spirit has to do with power: a driving, dynamic, urgent movement of 
God in the midst of the limits, the littleness of the human persons with whom God is 
dealing.  
 
On the feast of Pentecost, we remember and we celebrate the Spirit coming in tongues of 
fire, in driving wind, compelling fearful and insecure women and men to leave the security  
of their hiding place and venture the impossible. There is no room for apathy, for fear, for 
half-hearted compliance when one is moved by the Spirit. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_WOFqap0oM


 
Are we willing to truly open ourselves to the Holy Spirit of love? Are we willing to ask for 
the full outpouring of the Spirit’s gifts, not knowing where it might lead us? Are we willing to 
dare to commit ourselves to living lives of unconditional love? 
 
It is a precious moment in time if we can truly pray as a community: “Renew Thy wonders 
in this our day, as in a new Pentecost.” I do not know whether we are free enough, or 
loving enough, or committed enough to say “Yes. Amen” to such a risky prayer. If we can 
say such a prayer and mean it in the depths of our hearts, then without a doubt we will 
experience a new kind of encounter with God, a new impulse of apostolic zeal, a new call 
to share in the death and rising of the humble, suffering servant, our Lord Jesus Christ.   
                                                                     (Bette Moslander: With Fire and Passion, 173, 207) 
 
 
SSJ Word 
 
Live, as realistically as you can, in such a way that your life, grasped by the Holy Spirit, 
may be a continual act of the most pure and mature love that you are able to practice 
toward God.                                                     (J. P. Medaille, Maxims of the Little Institute, #4) 
 
In the “seizing” love of the Holy Spirit, I am caught up in the Trinitarian dynamic of 
communion and I know myself at one with all that is created and the Creator… This is 
an attitude of soul…I recognize my relationship with and understand myself from within 
relationships…I am communing and yearning to commune – this is the Holy Spirit  
acting…                                                                (Marcia Allen, CSJ, Love’s Design, Maxim 4) 
 
 
Quiet Reflection (10 – 15 minutes) 
 
First Sharing . . . 
 
 What feelings stir my heart as I ponder being grasped by the “seizing” love of the 

Holy Spirit? 
            
 
Second Sharing . . . 
 
 How is my soul stretched when considering the power of the Spirit to create a 
           new kind of encounter with God and a yearning for deeper communion? 
 
 
Third Sharing . . . 
 
 After receiving the gift of each one’s sharing, what  
           touches my heart prompting a prayer for whole-hearted     
           communion with God and others? 
    
 
                  
Prepared by: Fran DeLisle SSJ            
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