
Communal Reflection 

Week of August 14, 2022 

 

Opening Song:  Holy Fire –Kathy Sherman—“All is One” 

Reading:  Luke 12:  49 – 53 

Jesus said to his disciples: “I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it 
were already blazing!  There is a baptism with which I must be baptized, and how 
great is my anguish until it is accomplished!  Do you think that I have come to establish  
peace on the earth?  No, I tell you, but rather division.  From now on a household of five will  
be divided three against two and two against three; a father will be divided against his son  
and a son against his father, a mother against her daughter and a daughter against her mother, 
a mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.” 
 

 
 
Commentary: (read privately) Mary Stommes, Editor of Give Us This Day 

During these days—and weeks and months—when it feels as if the entire world is on fire, oh how we wish the 
blazing would just stop already. Same with the ever-deepening division. Enough. Too much. We know, we 
know, Jesus is not talking about destructive, death-dealing fire in today’s Gospel. What John the Baptist says 
earlier of Jesus is a comforting corrective: He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire (Luke 3:16).  
Similarly, this Pentecost plea: Come, Holy Spirit, come. Fill us with the fire of your love. 
 
We know, we know. Jesus wants nothing more than for us to live peaceably with one another:  Every kingdom 
divided against itself will be laid waste, and no town or house divided against itself will stand (Matt 12:25). And 
there’s this: I pray, Father, that they may be one as we are one (John 17:  21-22) . . . St. Paul admonishes us: 
Do not quench the Spirit.  Do not despise prophetic utterances (1 Thess 5: 19-20). So if the “fire-prevention” 
efforts come from within the Church—that hurts.  It burns.  Because there is a baptism with which we are 
baptized. . . Receive the light of Christ. . . keep the flame alive.  We know, we know. These are not just words.  
This fire is not just of God. It is God. Fiery Love is who we are as disciples of Christ. And of this blazing 
beauty there can never be too much. 



SSJ Word: 
 

As far as possible we imitate Jesus in his untiring zeal and healing presence; Mary in her living faith and 
constant fidelity to grace; Joseph in the loving manner of his service and his cordial charity to all. 

 
— SSJ Constitutions #1 

                             
 

 
Quiet Reflection:  (10–15 minutes)  
 
For Reflection and Sharing:  
 

First Sharing . . .  

Ø What feelings stir in my heart as I came into our time together? 
 

Second Sharing . . .  

Ø What thoughts energized me in today’s reading? 
 

Third Sharing . . .  

Ø What are the graces we wish to receive individually and for each other? 
 

Closing Prayer:  We are called as Sisters of Saint Joseph. . .  

Prepared by: Therese Dowd SSJ 

Do not consider unfortunate events as 
obstacles but as aids and cherish them 
whatever they may be, as effects of the 
gentle and loving Providence of God  
 

— Maxim 63 
 
Consider as certain that in the practice of 
zeal there is nothing so good as peaceful 
and disinterested desires for God’s glory.  
God mercifully grants these desires to 
completely unworthy creatures. 
 

— Maxim 82 
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