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Good morning, Sisters.

Our spirituality is a basic call 
to love of God and neighbor.
It is characterized by a deep and vital relationship
with the Persons of the Blessed Trinity
and with Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
as a human community of love. (Constitutions #8) 

As I prepared for today, this quote and other words from our SSJ Constitutions came to me again and again. Expressions like, drawn by God…totally dependent on God…hearts opened to share this Love…calls us into relationship. The heart of my ministry is attention to relationships- my ongoing relationship with God, my relationship with the General Council, and relationships with the people in my areas of oversight--Associates in Mission, Communications, Mission Fund, Spirituality and relationships in the everyday. 

The Chapter Report offers a summary of the ways all of us together as a Congregation have worked to embrace the 2019 Direction Statement and our mission. I’ll now highlight the internal ministries I oversee. I am grateful for the men and women who minister in these offices and the ways they live the mission each day.

SSJ Associates in Mission 	
In the Directory of our Constitutions, it states:
We share our mission of unity with those persons who are drawn to a closer relationship with God in the spirit of our charism. We respond in the spirit of our early texts which speak consistently of a body of associates who have a desire for union with God and all people although they are not called to live a vowed life in our Congregation. Together with these associates, we embrace our common mission. (Directory of the SSJ Constitutions #98.1)

The 2019 Associate Consultation, the first parallel process to our Chapter, encouraged Associates to embark on a similar journey as ours through a series of gatherings that concluded in the fall of 2019. That historic moment was the culmination of an almost two-year journey of communal discernment. The Associates created and affirmed a Direction Statement and have endeavored to live out of that statement in these last five years. With the guidance of the Associates in Mission Director and the Associates in Mission Program Coordinator, the Advisory Board continues to be strengthened and empowered. Standing committees focused on Relationship, Spirituality, and Care for Earth create initiatives and priorities to live out their 2019 Direction Statement. 

As we have been preparing for Chapter 2024, the Associate Consultation 2024 has been unfolding. Added excitement is the celebration of their 40th Anniversary that begins in the fall.
							
At present, there are about 420 active Associates in Mission. Approximately 300 are members of one of the 22 active Christian Growth Groups who meet in PA, NJ, NC, GA, and DE.  They meet regularly during the year to share in communal prayer and reflection focused on the SSJ spirituality and mission. Associate participation in one of these groups is a way to widen relationships and deepen spiritual connection with other associates and sisters. 

We are blessed by the many ways our Associates in Mission give heart to our mission of unity.



Communications	

Our Constitutions express so accurately-
The sisters, animated by the Holy Spirit,
are the greatest resource of the Congregation.
It is by the witness of our community life 
and loving service that others respond
to God’s call to join us in our life and mission. (Constitutions #93)

The members of the Communications Office work together to share our mission, our efforts to live the mission and where we see it lived in others. They work with other offices to provide highly customized programs, and the various methods of communication needed for the smooth running of internal offices, connection with our members, and interaction with the broader world.

Collaborating with other offices, enhancements over the last five years include: 
· Establishing a video studio in the Medaille Building
· Welcoming a Website Manager
· Developing new and improved public, members only, and associates only websites, with upgraded layout, organizational options, calendar of events, and expanded resources. 
· Upgrading programs and equipment to facilitate growing Zoom and live streaming needs.
· Elevating the Social Media Manager position to Digital Content Strategist to reflect the expansion of this role.
· Assisting some Sponsored Ministries with their websites.

Whether through our website, social media channels, video presentations, flyers, letters, brochures, 
E-NEWS or the One With Magazine, our Partners in this department show the world how we live our mission of unifying love. Each day this creative and devoted effort is woven together to promote our mission.


Mission Fund	

Our Constitutions remind us:

The call of the gospel impels us to commit ourselves
to alleviate, as far as we are able, 
the suffering of those in need
and to share our resources with them.
We seek to take on the attitude of Jesus toward all creation,
his concern for all,
his availability and selfless detachment. (Constitutions #76)		

Each year we allocate two percent of the total amount in the Investment Portfolio of our Current Fund to our Mission Fund which serves our dear neighbor, particularly those persons marginalized. We hope that that these funds assist our sisters and Associates in Mission to meet needs that otherwise may not be addressed. Through our Mission Fund, we have shared resources with the local and global community. Recent grants include tuition assistance, materials for elementary school classrooms, a box truck for a hunger relief network of 22 pantries, aid for women affected by sex trafficking, emergency support, and assistance for students experiencing housing insecurity. On a global level, the Mission Fund contributed to, among other efforts, the mission of the African Sisters Education Collaborative, Catholic Relief Services, The Sisters of Saint Basil the Great for Ukraine, Network, The Southern Poverty Law Center, Haiti Education Project, and service at the Border and other parts of the world. 

Daily our neighborhoods, nation, world, and Earth attest to “the suffering of those in need.”
We can be transformed by our ability to be with our neighbors, our brothers and sisters, in whatever way we are able, be it in person, in prayer, and as we share our abundance. 


Spirituality     

Above all:

We seek to follow Christ
and to embrace the gospel in all its fullness.
Our spirit and spirituality
are based on the charism of our Founder, Jean Pierre Medaille SJ,
the faithful response of the first sisters of Saint Joseph
and the living traditions of our Congregation.  (Constitutions #6)


Our spirituality as Sisters of Saint Joseph and Associates in Mission is lived within the context of our God’s ever-present and evolving movement, a movement that draws all into one. 

As a response to our expressed desire to continually deepen our relationship with God and others through our charism and spirituality, a Spirituality Committee was convened in the summer of 2019. This committee collaborated to provide experiences and resources to enhance our lives and mission. This included retreat days, directed retreats, book clubs, and Founders Day prayer during the COVID shutdown. We are grateful for the time, passion, and programs the committee members, Sisters of Saint Joseph and Associates in Mission, organized for 4 ½  years. 

As a result of our increasing desire to foster our charism and spirituality for the life of the world, we believe this is a fitting time to engage a Director of the Ministry of Spirituality. It is our hope that the Director will interact with members of the Congregation, SSJ Associates in Mission, and beyond to provide various programs for deepening our charism and spirituality.

Over the past five years, we have engaged in the letting go of cherished buildings and opened our hearts to the “new” God was offering. The Sisters of the Redeemer did this as well. We purchased 18 47th Street in Sea Isle from the Redeemers in 2019 and, with the commitment of a volunteer Program Staff of our sisters, began our first year of retreats at SJBTS in 2020. After just a few weeks, Covid struck. We reopened in 2021 and have had a full schedule of retreats ever since. In addition to this property, we purchased property in Ocean Grove in 2022 and retreats started that fall. Owen will address the Spirituality Center in Ocean Grove in more detail.

How blessed we are to have had Saint Mary by the Sea Retreat House for over 100 years, and now Saint Joseph by the Sea Retreat House and the Sisters of Saint Joseph Spirituality Center where so many have had the opportunity to deepen their relationship with God.
										

CSSJ Federation 	

Our name, Sisters of Saint Joseph,
reminds us to serve others by our lives
with the same concern
with which Joseph served Jesus and Mary.  (Constitutions #3)

We share this call with our sisters in the CSSJ Federation. 

In addition to our relationships at home, we value our relationships within the CSSJ Federation. We participate in Federation Leadership Assemblies and committees and are enriched by the lives of these women with whom we feel a kinship. We’ve heard from various Federation groups and discussed the effectiveness of our Leadership Assembly regional structure. The Federation also offers opportunities for sisters and associates to be involved in Federation programs and committees. The time with our sisters from around the country and with our Canadian Federation has been both challenging and inspiring. These opportunities broaden our perspective of religious life and often reinforce our awareness of how fortunate we truly are. We are blessed to share our charism with so many passionate women.

Closing	

This ministry has been a privilege and an ongoing opportunity to see the Congregation from a different perspective. I am grateful to God and to all of those with whom I have been in relationship in this part of my journey. You have shown me the mission and have helped me grow as a person.

In a world filled with division, separation, violence, war, and exclusion, we, Sisters of Saint Joseph, endeavored to uplift and add to the efforts toward love and unity. We daily made efforts toward being “joyful, courageous witnesses to the Gospel imperative of active, inclusive love.” 

The goal of our life is to be with God forever; this God who loves us and gave us life. Our yes to this life of ours is our response to God. Our response of love and openness allows God’s love and grace to gift us over and over. And so, we continue on this journey ………. and remember …..

Each vocation is a unique mystery.
God reaches out in love;
We respond in faith
with a sincere desire 
to grow in love of God
and of all people
by sharing the mission of Jesus.  (Constitutions #111)

Thank you, Sisters.



Teresa Shaw, SSJ

