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Good morning!
You have already heard so much from the Council through our video and communications that I almost don’t know what else to share even though, at times, I thought that I could write a book recounting these last five years and one that would give a glimpse of how relationships are lived and how our mission is alive.
I even imagined that my book might look something like this (slide - BOOK) and would begin by recalling the chaotic state of our world during these past five years. We easily remember how our hearts were broken as we watched and experienced the fear of Covid and the horrifying realities of our world unfold even as we were inspired by the parallel acts of courage and compassion. Acknowledging our dependence on God and our interdependence with one another, we began to navigate these times and discovered that in the midst of the chaos, our creativity was unleashed as we befriended technology in new ways to maintain and nurture relationships through zooming, virtual meetings and celebrations and the livestreaming of our sisters’ funerals so all could be present. We continued to advocate for justice, and we looked for opportunities to share both our sisters and our financial resources to support our dear neighbors in need. Living our mission took on new challenges but wouldn’t be stifled! In fact, these times appear to have been fertile ground for our mission to thrive and expand in new and creative ways. 
For me, personally, I continued to ponder how I/we might live our mission in a more radical and counter-cultural way.
So, with this as a backdrop, the first chapter in my imaginary book might be entitled - So what do you do all day? 
Most of our days are situated in our multi-purpose Motherhouse – a rare blend of both local communities and internal service offices. Sharing this space with sister residents as well as our sisters and lay coworkers offered an opportunity to build a unique community - one filled with blessings and challenges and where I find support, encouragement and a little fun along the way. 
As you know, my friends and I meet regularly to pray, share, discuss and plan. When we aren’t together, we participate in meetings with the Federation, LCWR, with those with whom we share ministry and beyond. And, of course, we always have homework.
In the next few chapters, I hope to give you a glimpse of my areas of responsibility and how our mission is alive in these ministries that I am delighted and privileged to serve.
Before I do that, I want to share that I also have the joy of offering support to our Dominican Sisters from Vietnam and that I have been humbled to receive your requests to volunteer at the Border. I am grateful for these opportunities that inspire and bless me with a view of the global community.
I’ve called this next chapter - It’s all about relationships.                                                                                              We all know that the care of our sisters and our good works demand resources and that we need to plan for responsibly in light of the future. No one knows this more than our Development Office team.
When you think of Development, you might think of fundraising and you would be correct, but the true ministry of this office is building relationships. Opportunities arrive daily, each time the phone rings and the caller inquiries about chances or where to send a donation. Once the information is shared, the true mission begins….one encounter at a time, relationships are built as benefactors share their concerns or ask for our prayers.
Thanks to the Development Team’s relationship-building skills, people are happy to support us. 
The next chapter in my story focuses on how we welcome those discerning a call to religious life and is entitled - Our example is our best invitation.
Vocation ministry is truly one of hope and relationship building. It demands a willingness to respond to invitations to meet, welcome and support women in their discernment whether at parishes, colleges or even this year’s World Youth Day in Portugal, every opportunity holds possibility. This is a ministry of deep trust that “it is God who calls a woman to join us” and confidence that each of us will be an active participant in encouraging and welcoming vocations. As always, we are reminded that our example is the best invitation.
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Our formation program has evolved over these years. We created a formation community that initially served as the Federation Novitiate and now continues to serve as our novitiate and house of formation where, we hope, all members feel welcomed, valued, and lovingly encouraged on their journey. We value opportunities for mutual learning and deep sharing of hearts, desires and dreams and believe that this has the potential to help us to create a new Congregation of God’s Great Love.
We continually assess our program to assure that we remain faithful in our commitment to share our history, charism, mission, and our Constitutions with our newest members. 
Our collaboration with the Federation is an essential part of our formation program where our newest members can build relationships with their peers. It is a joy to watch these relationships take root and to experience how our boundaries are blurred as our newer members support and encourage each other.
Like Vocation ministry, the work of Formation demands creativity and a willingness for all of us to offer our participation and support. We are grateful for those who responded to participate in constitution circles, book club conversations, and for those who have shared their ministries and local communities with our newest members. Your presence has been invaluable and offered an expansive view of the Congregation. 
Special highlights from these years include the extraordinary blessings of witnessing Colleen Gibson’s Final Vows in 2019, Liz McGill’s Rite of Initiation in January, and Bethany Welch’s First Profession just two weeks ago. We are truly blessed and grateful.
As our relationships expand, the call to live our mission of unity beckons us to move beyond ourselves. I’ve aptly entitled this chapter - Divide the City.
Our commitment to the work of Justice is an integral part of who we are and who we desire to be. With great gratitude for our sisters who courageously called us to embrace justice as a constitutive element of the Gospel, the witness of our sisters and for all our congregational efforts throughout the years, we celebrated the 40th anniversary of our Justice ministry. Although this was a virtual celebration thanks to Covid, our hearts were stirred as we looked back over the years and acknowledged our part in addressing the miseries of our day and our commitment to be steadfast in our efforts moving forward.
Our Justice Office continues to build relationships with other congregations, the Federation, LCWR, Network and others. We are actively involved in Socially Responsible Investing and partner with like-minded organizations including the New Sanctuary Movement. 
Just as the sufferings in our world have grown, so has our awareness of the root causes of injustice and the needs of our earth. Encouraged by Chapter 2019, we moved forward to reimagine this ministry. With a new name, The Sisters of Saint Joseph Office for Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation was expanded to include an Assistant Director and a Resource Coordinator. Together this team collaborated with consultants from Network to reimagine and reenergize the Commission for Justice. 
We are grateful for the many ways this team keeps us informed and coordinates educational opportunities and our efforts for direct service and advocacy. We know that the ministry of justice is everyone’s responsibility as we work to confront the sin of racism and to enflesh Pope Francis’ Laudato Si Platform. 
Considering how best to describe our Villa, words from our Ignatian roots came to mind. For obvious reasons, this last chapter is entitled -  “The More.” 
Our Villa is the home of “the more” where they always seek ways to make God’s face a little more visible. 
We are very grateful for our extraordinary leaders who care for our sisters and residents and collaborate with our Partners in Mission to provide a holistic service of care. “The More” is always before them as they constantly seek better ways to serve. 
The heart of the Villa is our sisters themselves. They embody our mission as they care for each other, continue the work of justice, build relationships with our Partners in Mission, and pray for all of us and our world. Their goodness was especially evident during Covid when they were quick to use their creativity even as they suffered through their isolation. The telephone and zoom became the new “mission sharing” vehicles for our sisters. 
As Covid slowly slipped away, our Villa came back to life… visitors were welcomed once again, the Café reopened, the Liaison Committee reconvened, and the Social Justice Committee was reenergized. 
The project to renovate the Villa Chapel, which began shortly before Covid, was reinstated. Our committee began meeting once again with the Design team to consider and finalize how we could make the Villa Chapel more user friendly. These plans include bringing a new altar closer to the congregation, replacing the sanctuary steps with two ramps and the pews with chairs. The renovations are expected to begin in April, after the Villa Jubilee celebration, and if all goes well, the Chapel will be reopened in October. During this time, the Auditorium will serve as our temporary Chapel. Please join me in praying that our Joseph, the worker, will lend a hand with this project. 
Another expression of “The More” occurred last year when we opened the Villa to sisters from other congregations. This was a special moment of grace for us… one that filled us with gratitude for our beautiful Villa and generosity to share it others who are struggling to care for their aged and infirmed sisters. Currently, we have four sisters sharing life with us on the Convent floors, and we will continue to welcome sisters as our space allows. 
To say the least, my relationship with the Villa has been a blessing for me.
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Obviously, what I have shared today is only a snapshot of these past years from my vantage point. For me, this time has been filled with blessings, challenges and many opportunities to be stretched and deeply inspired.
My greatest learning is that our mission is alive in each of us, and my hope is that we will embrace “The More” as we move among the people with our hearts burning within us.
As our future unfolds, may we move forward with kindness, hope, creativity, courage and the belief that our relationship with God and one another will sustain us. 
Thank you for allowing me to serve you. Thank you for your support, understanding, and at times, your forgiveness. I am grateful to share this journey with you.
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