
“The reality of this present moment is that it contains both the ending of the old and the 
beginning of the new.  What’s challenging is that the beginning of the new is not that 
loud; it’s not that manifest. So, what is required of us is a deeper quality of listening, of 
paying attention to the more subtle aspects of our experience and of connecting with the 
sources of stillness.”

— “Living a Reflective Life,” C. Otto Scharmer, Occasional Papers Summer 2017

Fall Assembly 2022 Preparation

Prior to the meeting, read “Involvement in Decision-Making: What are we REALLY asking for?” by 
Sr. Nancy Conway, CSJ on the Governance web page or at https://www.hoffman.net/en-us/about/news/
details.aspx?id=265.

Prior to the Meeting

For Our Meeting

ASSEMBLY Fall 2022

Gathering Prayer

God of all creation, you surround us and dwell within us. We are grateful for this time of joining with others 
to share our prayer and our reflections. May your Spirit of wisdom inspire us to open our eyes to see as you 
see, open our ears to hear more deeply than the words spoken, open our heart to touch the heart of others. 
May your Spirit of love give us courage to build relationships that empower us, so together we bring unioning 
love to our world. With Saint Joseph as our example, may we continue to trust in God and be faithful to all 
that God calls us to be, as we journey together into our future. We ask this in Jesus’ name, Amen

— Suzanne Franck CSJ

“By Breath” by Sara Thomsen https://youtu.be/pm1u_JBl_nE

Time for Reflective Silence
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In light of our reading of Nancy Conway’s article and/or the conversations we have had in our small groups 
for governance in August and September:

• What do the words “collaborative congregational governance and decision-making processes” mean 
to me? What would a shared expectation of what these words signify mean to us as a body?

• As a member, what expectations about my own participation might I need to claim and what 
expectations might I need to let go of—so that the best decision for our Congregation and the 
Mission can be made?

We will need courage, 
 we will need energy, 
  we will need vision, 
we will need to be at ease with ourselves 
 and our decisions. 

Above all, like the psalmist, 
 we will need to keep “our eyes 
  fixed on the Lord, our God”
   until God has mercy on us, 
    until God lets us rest. 

And then we will know, 
 as we have always known, 
that the effort was worth the gift of our lives, 
 the best of our years,
   the length of our days.

Amen

Judy Lovchik CSJ and Clare Dunn CSJ

Conversation

Closing Prayer
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