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Message from the General Council
“We want you to know we are in the process of buying a house at the border. Please see the 
attached Information Sheet for details re: location, cost, staffing, etc.”

Message from the General Council
“Given our conversations subsequent to our 2014 Chapter Statement, and the ongoing crisis 
with regard to refugees and immigrants at the border, we want you to know that we are in the 
process of buying a house at the border. This will allow us to have a more stable presence 
there. We found the perfect house—but we needed to close this deal very quickly—which 
is why we didn’t share the possibility of this purchase before we made an offer on it. We 
feel really good about this place and look forward to our presence at the border becoming a 
more reliable experience for all involved.”

Message from the General Council
“We want you to know that based on positive conversations with you, we are on the edge of 
making a decision to buy a house at the border. We need to make an offer on this house by 
______.   (Please see the attached Information Sheet that describes the location, cost and 
amenities of the house.) We see lots of advantages connected to our purchasing this house, 
but before we make our offer, we’d like to take a leaning using Survey Monkey to find out if 
you agree, or  if any of you see a problem with our doing this. “
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Option 4:  CONSULT

Option 5:  CONSENSUS SEEKING

Option 6:  VOTE

Message from the General Council
“Our congregation’s desire to serve refugees is clear. There are several possible locations for 
this new ministry that might allow our Congregation to offer a stable presence at the border. 
To that end, we invite a group of about 10-15 sisters who would like to roll up their sleeves 
and work with a couple of us from the General Council to review all the data we have begun 
to gather, to visit possible locations, consider possible staffing models and to consider the 
question of collaborating with other religious congregations to do this. This group will offer a 
recommendation to the General Council about where and what kind of house to purchase as 
well as a model for staffing this house.”

Message from the General Council
“We want to explore together what having a permanent home at the border might mean for 
us as a Congregation—why we want to do this, the idea of collaborating with others to do 
this as well as to identify relevant questions to be pursued later such as: How to staff it, how 
to pay for it and sustain it, etc.  

We want to engage this question prayerfully and carefully. We invite any sister who is 
willing to commit her time over the next 8-12 months to engage with all the members of 
the General Council in in a discernment process to determine the answer to the question: 
Shall we purchase a house at the border? Together, this group will seek to understand our 
motivations, our constraints and our possibilities. At the end of the discernment, this group 
will make a decision about whether or not the Congregation is called to pursue a house at 
the border.”

Message from the General Council
“As you know, we have done the research and have had many conversations about the 
question of establishing a house at the border. We believe that purchasing the house 
described in the Information Sheet will allow us to take the step to ensure a stable presence 
for our Congregation at the border. 

Please read the attached Information Sheet about the house that is available and we believe 
meets the criteria we have established.

Vote YES if you agree with purchasing the house described 
Vote NO if you do not.”

Ranking Choices:

1= least favorite choice, 2 and 3 =middle, 4=next best choice, 5=most preferred choice


