
      Saint Joseph’s Day Prayer 
Call to Prayer 
Leader Let us be aware of God’s presence within us and among us. 
  (pause) 
  We bring to this time of prayer all the people, places, and  
  situations that need to be remembered as we gather to pray.  
  (pause) 
 
SSJ Word 
 In our relationships and in our work, we follow the example of Jesus, 
 as far as we are able, in reflecting the justice of the gospel. We honor Joseph, 

the just man, by our manner of service in a spirit of reverence for all persons and 
for all creation. (Constitutions 27) 
 
Make a wholehearted gift of yourself to God and the dear neighbor. (Maxim 39) 
 
Trust and cherish God’s love threading through all the events of daily life. (Maxim 19) 
 
 

Song              I Am A Carpenter         Cher & Gene Klosner  
              https://youtu.be/eV0Simc6kWI 

 
 

Reflection   
 

Each day we are invited to do something beautiful for God. 
  No matter our life’s vocation. God depends on us to follow and live out 
  the justice of the gospel. Joseph had great inner strength. He knew that 
  God was his refuge and that he could count on God to be an ever-present 
  help. Like Joseph, what we do many times outweighs what we say.  
 

In the LCWR Occasional Papers––Winter 2023, Annmarie Sanders, 
IHM, interviewed Carmen Acevedo Butcher about the wisdom of mystics. 
She said “mystics remind us that we can have influence in very small 
actions and in small prayers. They tell us that every small thing we do for 
love makes a difference and can influence change.”  

 
We don’t often associate the term “mystic” with Saint Joseph.  

He labored and cared for Mary and Jesus, and showed that what he did, 
and how he did it, outweighed anything he could have said. Saint Joseph, 
help us to imitate your faith, your listening, and your obedience to God’s 
word. 
           (over) 



 
Joseph Litany 

Virginia Ann Gardner, SSJ 
 

Creator God, we thank you for being with us throughout salvation history; 
we are grateful for your love and your gifts. In your presence and aware  

of our humanness, we pray this litany with Joseph, the just one. 
 

Response:   Pray with us. 
 

Loving husband of Mary . . . 
Foster-father of Jesus . . . 

Teacher of the dignity of labor . . . 
Patron of all who bear your name . . . 

For all whom God is calling . . . 
For all foster-parents . . . 

For those called to foreign lands . . . 
For all seeking shelter and protection in a new land . . . 

That we may be sensitive to one another . . . 
That we may respond to the demands of local and global justice . . . 

That we may empty ourselves and respond to the needs of the  
‘dear neighbor’ . . . 

 
Please add your own prayer to the Litany . . .  

 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Creator God,  
help us to imitate Joseph in being worthy of our calling. 

We ask, in the name of our patron,  
to commit ourselves to be joyful, courageous witnesses 

to the Gospel imperative of active, inclusive love. 
 

May we boldly move into the future, 
liberated by your Spirit, 

to be attentive to the urgent needs of Earth 
and all our sisters and brothers throughout the world. 

 
And to this we say, AMEN! 

 


